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Duringr the same~ pieriod I soild, of the hn~ds be~iiogg v t, and report ~ith respect tog ts condition and prospetsof useful-

jSeminar~y Fuand, ~thr-ee thousanld andt ninety-two 142100 : s, ies. His retort will probably be received by the tme df the

tand received theretor in cash, five thousand 3nd sevelity-smeeting of the General Assembly.

lars and forty-sir cents, (t-,omG.46,) and in bonds nine saoas aid The1sdminary West of the Suwnfle, at Tallahassee, was not

rI one hundred and three dars and live cenlts , p 10 05 fylly reorganized until last mo . Thesumaead

f srints of khat institution. have now resumed their labors under

remaining oil hand on aiccouint (i tile S.n8-.n ii-id fficient instructors.

Rccc iced in (hi'.! ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ecivd n (ffcil 
lironi:iL~ed d~L ijll~j;. I have not as yet received any officia'l re orts from the Boards

Frotaland sales as abovot reported, t 1 0 ofducaiOn or ords of Visitors, hut reports ber
Fromd interestpaid, received in time, I will trnsmit to thye General Assembly ay

FCroma principal of bond paid, sfl information or suggestons that may he embraced therein.

From interest -I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

Amountraed 
Your obedient servant,

fHUGH A. CORLE,

Anrount paid ovsae to C. b1. Anstin, Treosnri., 
Register of rublic Lands.

rom land sales as Yove rported, i9 10Q35
iUnpaid bonds previcuisf y yiven for lannds, 2,6 3. 4

Whole amount of unpaid boinds on hanUd, Ii, t.QS REPOATRTX

None of the interest due the Schtool k'unuas ,ia ;xlle(4ted

this year, consequently there- was; nothiug to a.-pportion ntjdnr T.he -o -

provisions of the act pass-id! at last se-ssion entitkc to GEEA OFFI 
tCE

provide for the indigent white yo'th ofGl. orida)' ArroRnE

-Under the provisions ofthe TAe H4, 'n cited TaLLAHASSEE, FLA., November, 186.

lands lying in the county 2' Volusia, and fornierli betonrnut to

the estate of John Eatorn, deceased," said lands 'iere ippinse.:I Hfis Excelleniey,, D -D S3 WALKEEt
Gover2nor: -

at *3000. After givina three months notice by pubti', Avor- General to

tisement, I. offered siX lands for sahŽ at Enterprist t t tle :p- Sit: rrile I iw mkes it the duty of the Attoi

praised valuation. But on r peson apphed to purchase ditle sanie, report to you betoie each aeessioin of tile General ijssebly "as

and he not being prepared to pay the full amouknt, 0 purchae to the effect and operation of the acts of tile last previous session,)

money at the time, I left him in charge of the plxte, hut made the decisions of the courts thereon, and refrrillg to e Opeio

no sale. He has deposited with me a portion of the purchanse legisbitioli on the subject, with such suggestions as in his opinion

der, or ilmoney, which will be returned if he shfad fail to pay the renian- thle public interest maay demand."

der, or if the General Aasemibly habll direct that said laud4 b In discha.:1rging this duty I Shall take occasionfirst, as in all my

aga~B~nin offered for sale. previhI: annual reports, tto refer to the subject of a Digest, Qodi-

I have received the-census of children from but three toniuntM fication or Revision of our Statuytes. Iregard it as superfluou

which is probably owing to the fact that there bus been nothiug to present the reasons why this work should be provded fr by

received this year for apportionment. the 6Leislature. Nearly twenty years have

In pursuance of the act approved January 10, J8tO, the comnp;i'rlt lof Thompson's Digest, and since that time a large

nuumober unet 

athve 

been 

placed 

upon 

the 

sttfiite 

books 

on

Seminary East, of the Suwannee has beenj removed from Oca'Ii tve bae 
number of ed w ch sivate 

and

to Gainesville. ' Mr. J. 1. Roper, of Alachna county, has donated -Treat variety of sixedwt privatea

to said institution the Gainesville Academy with a lot of ground Iocal nets, are scattered through fifteen or

Seminarybut urgen busineM ompelledme to retrn imme- any of w ic ar)ut of print and otherwise inaccessible to the
320 x 197 feet. It went to G:aine~sville. with1 a view of visiting ihlf l Inaly of Wh:lich~ : l- ot pin aw s h-i3 iluesilet t

hatirgen Iiacc eomrplished that o ret, however, public at large. May of theselawsehlave been rcpealed,aniededed

d~inaey,bwithout r-encted anid cuhanged in various ways8, so that to ascertain thedialely, -without having accomplifihed that ubjeept. I hownever, ence

staut law on va~rediou vujetrisi5awrofmc time and dimf-
eq ieavted A. T. Banks, Esq., to visit the institution in my steada 
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cult y,cvtin tor.nrotssional iawvc~rs. Oucourwi'esnob acrnidition tarv-f at, 31 .LJLIJei iiie 0r:iiit.iaIi A
.9 _ I 4 . " t -tried~~an-o ,utuL~ijC'

4K our ~P~-an st~tutes 5s in~toleorble, ~'d.ji~rt h th d~r ol~the~r~e nerl stitutionr ot: the Sfaij~te;· int soc~ihety·, antd the retlationS of raes in OUCo
Assembly to make a pravisipn .by·w~ich cur:srtrxavs:nwybe country, csed by the results of the late war, have not vet re

se,in aopted cofthe 4nery-al.sbleniy . trial wthich would authorize rue to give A dci

.ituthoes rizg and rieqisnaglr of ~a resolstion piniOl as to their oeffect and opeaion." Thepahrtial inturven-
ar~~ Sllopti~d~n~thorizir)~: hci L~q~i~i~f~ e tion of nartial'law,:and the still unsettled condition of the coun-

make aaio lprd bet:ofl atnd chronological index: of iI tesazatutes try, ve d that o and thorough test hich 7211
:w~n ,:dilnrrcc of t~e S~lte f; FlriulnfJoce the .1doptioia of e~bers iyerly to judge of' thef~c f ottoin~,'

riohmjson's Di~et anrid now in force, designating-any Oiwovtant laws.a t
amenllendillwts, embracing, as fa prcticable, such matters as Among-th1e most important acts'n at te last session S

maybe stbstit~tead for a Digest or-Compilation, havingreference the act to establisaland organize n adCounty Crimintl l Court.
to cheapness and efficiency." . This duty imposed upon me I While the establismini'nt of this -Court' hans in many instances ;i
have dischargeod to the best of my ability. The work is comz facilitated the' a-idninistrftion of justice and the pnishment of
Pdeted and awaits tIme action of the Legislature. The resolution cannote aatage hasbeen obtained
makes no provision tfo the publication of the work, and as this at great expense to the several counties, and much inconveniencet
will involve considerable expense, it being a work of much labor and loss of time to citizens acting as jurors. In many cases the're
ad toroniplcxity, and rcquiring great accuracy, I have been un- are a double list of fes, one to be paid by' theState and snotty
williuz to assume tiea athority of its publication, unless expressly by the cotmty; so tha the. administration of justice has be-enl
:authorized by law. Although this index will obviate, to a great niae veui- elpeusive. 1 am satisfied that the intention of tlihv
extent, the necessity for a digest, yet it cannot fully accomplish, Legislature was, that offences against tile criminal laws should

as prepared according to the provisions of the resolution, the bpunished promptly. if not imnmediately, after their comrSi~rsso10
pu1rposes of a code, digest, or complete revision of our statutes. tiable, s (ro lt

ive want a work thwat includes in one voluime the whole statute 6nce before- the Counity Crimiinal Court and there tried 'nii_
law of the State. T'his index, in addition to the public or gene- diateyt This iitention of the law htis been effected hut pilltiall tv

ral statutes adopted since Thompson's Digest, an analysis of and atmeudmeots to theu law may, I think, be adopted henefici'llx%
which -we (iven, contains a reference to local and private statutes, to efect' this purpose- If the' trnl b1 jillu)r for all oflences he pmo-
which isotild not properly be included in a digest or code, but served, and, under the Con'tmtutiotl I ste not hothis can lie

which, ill the aggregate, are of interest to tile whole State. For avoided, the inconvenience to citiefn nctlr ns jun 01rIfSt Coil;
this reason alone its publication is desirable, even ift it does not tinue under any system proposing speedy trial, Iw ould suggest,
entirely supercede the necessity for a regular digest, code, or however that itbe consideied whether or not ton the trial of

reevisioni of the statutes- III its present manuscript condition, it - petty larceny, assault and other srunul offences' the number of th
-will be of inuch value to the executive officers of the State and j might riot be reduced to six instend of twelve. This vould
to the commntittees of the General Assembly. diiinish, by nearly one Wilt the inmcnvenieiI ceI loss ot time all!

Tihe -eneal ined md to the decisions of the, Supimne Court, re- expense of juries. It hIts been suggrested, thit insteadtof tl e

quired I.o it preparel A by the samie resolution, h-mv been completed County Criminal Court, the Judges of the Cir curt Courts l omnla

and piblished according to the requirements of time law. hr required V(1 hold intermediate terms of their curts C) 11411 e
In iiiy report, made iil -November, 1864 I mreftied to the sub- for the trial ofL-riininl offences, and that their s'd1'rieS be ifi-

ject ot the appointment ot Sheriffs by the ludges of the Circuit creased in compensation teri refor. It mw ml", hu' su+ ggestte
Court5 to tile aNixr relhtive to county organizations, and to the that the Justices of the Peace, in their several disricts, be era
interchanrum ot (>nuuits b~y Circu~it Judg~es, 'mdl the deter~min~ation powvered to takre eognir~iance of' a nd'try smalla hi oofnces; ilo tlmt g c
of eauMes -ixrisinw in thle several Circuits. The v iews expressed - the number of Justices of the Peace be diminished and thit tien
th-rcin in ,-c'-mrd to these subjects are, I think, still applicable, be re~uird toinert at stated periods, at the coounty site, to ti3
and deserve the consideiatiou of the General Assembly, as also the offecek now· within the jurisdiction of the county Criminal
subjects uli-iitincil in preceding reports, but to mhiiclm a repeated Courts 'Thc-sc various propositidna I ini0ton Nivthout ha' in'c

reference in this repol t may not he necess'ury or proper, not ,ee,,able rxiyself to form anl&Sniided opinion or preference 
-able tkt ) ir fo. m in), decided oy -nfnn iitintio' ir~being m'mttcrs arisimn" under the " acts of the last previous ses- -egarn in tlner. The practical effect of an ins

sion" of the Generald Assembly. a most'.ssebc ascertain~d' pr6perly (only from it: netusl tnsrl
The 'metP of the Inst "e: 0ion of the Genernl AXssenbiy, based,ai We MAY, h\v" to etpoinneni for Woe Vrre befdrc - C Wpreri it`4 W ftv.bie' t siiien orsmetne eor~'its~etin
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A'" *atau/i pza~a 2 -~. ~:i~iŽ ITA , 45;ttir~g ..> .tisie..~e~t~rc~&Asr ~tbl fiflC or-~euatty-imrnposed,~ ~ ; court

1der unaer our' nZw social -rganiiaZon. It must.not be sup- . o jury. Tir result, in facb is that watever the circumstances

posed, however, that any system cain be invented which will If the case may be. the State or countyor the person convicted,
obviate thbeincreased demand for the services of iourts and has a large bill of costs to pay, amounting sonietine to hundreds

jurors, or bring to a former standard the expenss a nd incoi- of dlJoars, when the offenoc Is almilostjustifable o may almost

veniences of administering justice and punishing criminals. The o iiled technical. These costs thejuryem nhlotrvent or theb
abolition of' slavery- has thrown into tile courts a great number E:ccutwo remit. - This soud be remedied. Oicers insst be

of petty offences and small civil suits that were previously pun- paid for their services, but justice to them should not involve in-

isbed or settled b- the master of slaves without expense or· delay, justice to others. I thidk that the courts or juries should be

These matters', however trivial, must now go through the forms, empowattd to fi the costs in all criminaltcases, not to exceed

the delays and the expenses of t li I iw. A large increase of tee fine imposed, ot that the State assume the payment of these

judicial business must be the inevitable consequence, and thte ats ;- that a fixed amount be allowed Custicem of the Peace,
fc.1 syste hrit and ot~her officers for-their serices nciialcss3n
Legislature must base its system (i'judicature on this-inexorable t t lhere u t all po s curts for ia
fact. thtit si-ll be their duty a eI)TOVIS1rcet o cntsfo 

Whatever may be the determinaton, bhowever, of the General certtinl fixed cost. If this bo deemed notnadvisalde a provision
ment thepunish- . m~~~~~~~~~~~ight bFe mnade regulating the costs for summoning juriesan

Assembly in regard to the organization of courts for tbeppunisb- withm " wmicii wolld plae iint f lt dseon Of t e

ment of crimes,' I would advise that -w hen a court is vested with wivneses, which would place it in the ahsolute discretion of the'
jurisdiction, incase of any particcular offence, that the jurisdic- courts as to the witnesses which should be summoned and tin
tion be exclusive. There is no reason whyn- this should not be so, amount Allowed therefr, as also in regard to other costs. Andb

of which I am aware, and this Provision -Would prevent much. in cetcuifing bills of costs, Juda&5, Justices and Clerks shoum d be
confusion relative to the expenses of such coulrtsand the proseen- reqxired to take care that hothing but actual and not mere tch-

tions therein, and make uniform througrhout the State the relative nical sd-rice1 mileage, &cd, be allowed compensation. Whether
expenses of criminal prosecutions. It has occurred tinder the the. 'present tariff of fees should be diminished or not, is a ques-

present system that in some counties rniny cases coning within tton connecteed with the cency wimidi t Legislatur e should
the jurisdiction of the County Criminal Court have been sent to deternine on a basis of justice to public officers as well as to the

the Circuit Court, and the expenses thereof' required to be paid genderalpublic-w

out of the State Treasury. This operates unequally aend un- Instances have occurredt in which th~e officers of courts have

justly. If one county' pays the whole expeuzies of her criminal required the prepaymentofcosts, in such cases as the law pro-

prosecutions in certain cases, oult of her own treasurv, it is but failure of covrct'-n, as assault andbattery, &e. This I re-

right that all should do the sanic. TVhe counties should uot, iefor the payment taeo by the cmainant or prosectr

through their officers, be allowed to discriminate in their own -arug as not authonlzed b hw, but as some doubt may attach to
favor in such matters. The law should lb made applicablo alike the bjct, I would rcommend that the General Assemblyo settle

to all counties, without any method of ev ision 'dlowed. the queion by appuopriate legislation. Thb policy of the exist-
ing lawi requiring the paymfenit of costsb rsctosi'sm

Ili connection with the sulbject of' thle C~ounty Crinlin:!l Court, tivict, rW`15 th intcuduf to Prevent. fri".0"'s ll LOU4 in

I would direct your attention to the costs in criminal eases. I case, ontfailure to conuct was intended to preeent frivolous in-
know of no policy that would limit the compensation of public formations and prosections; but this designs should never beIn connection with the subject of theallowe totountfereCriminal Courtia
officers tO a mean and insufficient aniount, -which would prevent allowed to interfere with the substantial administration tijesticate

any but those. who are djsqualified tbr any other business or and as the officer can ultimatey obtain hi costs from the Statc

function to take them ; but at the same time there should be such OC couty, there is no reason why a payment in advance should
a regulation as would equalize the expense, and nlot· obstr~uct' the .be required. Tire whBole pM is interested in the punishrment

a reglatin as ouldequalze te expnseand nt obtruct theof offenders against, the lan's, and no System of payment of costs

the administration ofjustiee. By the act o(f Nov. 30, 1863, the Shold be permitted which -would essentially iute$ferc with tb
fees of the ministerial officers engaged in the administra-
tion of justice, were increased two-fo.ld. Uj nder this act and by puhi¶0e.

result that he cots of riminl proscution in ptty caes, ' The pmurishm71est of offences by fine has bieen found to operaite
reason of other defects in our judicial and criminal Jaws, it often anjustly. . in a great number
results that the costs of criminal prosecutionsn~ in petty- cases, ink&`ctuadly, and it, some instann~ee 'L s $venof li

amount to sums thhtt are altogether disproportionate- to the fines t, with t e costs of pAs the law now

or penalties imposed oi· time offence committed. It fequently ofinstaesr., rininl are utterl unableto pay fies'ee of th
or penalti i osed ot h~~~~~~~sales arontwih ire st of roecu(tion.?0e Ei

happens that the costs of a criminal prosecutior- for a petty of'- .Stss, tn are liabble to bje hired o't, or the purpose of working 4
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a uttilu.,w~criiat. · Suct;perso nsi~ al not. Wri6-crimii6als. fir oredina-' all. direpsivegegnaud-. be t e. to, all she *idi4bilities a cAi.$r f
out theju n~~~~~~ut. Will not 

beilSio r ubjeteelry lbor,··a&nd the isrthatW they are: nsully rehianded toIjail, t The last of the euca A sseitae4
'ohere; after a lengthy, incarceration at tire expenseof the State enttled 'In act 'imroement. 

*' -

0) o eountai" are libierated. Otchev Binishmerits can, 'I thinki, epmiglio i u clearly -tile MS stlofu oversight. M e act i a aiori~ 
4lsr made more effectual than fines which 'are'rarelv collected. omission. dmearly the result, of oversight. The act. a"roriaet

I. coinnection, therefore, with the subject, I would call your at- or requires the parties to a suit thenselve~ to stify in the .ame
tentron to the great'imporannce of the establialhent of a State and to be Witnesses tbr or-against tireniseives, but i'd0o-estno4~lfio.r 

removetcnti~rv. 
Until~aoch ni:insfitlitiol is established remove. the disability of witnesses not parties but interested) in

Ihe psnxishment for 'kost crimnes and offences muust necessarily- beWooa nitd irigular. 'I do not propose to enter s upo the distbnction between. these latter and the original pRaties to the
impef th t the preglteatint systemo pohich ma'y no t be cuonsidred t suit ini this respect. If,,sherefore, the principle inVolved inl this

estashtd 'by, the experience of all civilized nations as Act is proper, the isiblity sch witnsse ol be
adapted to the, pighshment, of crinleff , a iion 

esses A ahl 
on 

cs

a aptd Tthe p s n r and the reforma loved, and they should -be allowed to testily upon the
S'Tere is no question left'in regard to this fact. T e. sarue conditions and to the same effect, as the parties to the

ony quEstion is whether. this State can establish such an iustitu suit. Neither can I see the reason of the provision of the 2nd
iin a1t this time If the Legislature can devise. m reans, for -such section sof this act which excludes executors and administrators

tiop~ at ttiriie-purpose, I think there''can be ino doubt as to the policy, and frolm tihe provisions of thle sitne. It seems'zo nie thdt'these lit-
* rrat usefulnaes of such an institution. Uime'as a ter should be allowed to testifv oii the same conditions and toState prison or penitentiary can lie established, provision should tle same effect as otlrer parties to .suits. If there is any reasJ~~~~~e, inade for. the erapi 0~ sble efet soterprte t~3:it. Ifter i nS eno
be made for the empldyment of thre labor of criminals on our roads, for excluding therm rather than their testators or inteatates, it'
Jri~4b1iiras and work-s of internal inrprovdaent. -This species of they were alive, I lavc not been able to discover it. I would
tabor should be aggregated so as to diminish the expense of over- further remark, in rega1rd to the 3d section of this act, tbat tire
seAting it, and, alsoi, render it more effect.u . testimony of colored persons should be allowed to be taken asi

Among~l R the acts P)las8ed at the last session of the General As- that ot other persons in all matters or suits between persons it'is one entitled "anhi act to aend anl act to authorize the their own color. Of the credibility of suich witnesses or evidnceCircuit Courts ofthisState to gant licenses for building toll the court or jury would ofa corsenecessarily judge i arkin
b l~ridgres and for ether pui'poses."' This act, as far as its pov-ct.
ons extend. is, I thinke, proper; but there arc defects in the law I would resPectfully invite 'yo0r Vattention to the sub ect tlipr-

tbi' subject which should be remedied. Tile acti according Initting the Judges of tie Circuit Courts to order and hold exir i
to tbe'Constitutior, (Art; it-, see. 28,) provides, that iwhere a riv. teins of court at their driscr etion, especimllh for the trial ofc rirt
t'r divides judicial districts, the petitioner shall be compelled. to inal cases. I am atware tliet thus Subject has heretofore occupiedten licease from the Judges of acnh district. Ness, in casi thre attention of the Legislature, land that to a certaIn extcnt titrr
Lae, Jud-tes of neighboring Circuits sihould not be able'to acree pow~er is vested in these judges. This, howrever, i,; ollly in eaete

inregard to~l a Pticular. bridge or ferry, as to who should lnve of failure to old the re-tular termis of' tnclr corts. I think tiat,
iicerie or where it should be, the result must be that neither the, Judges ofthe Circtit Corutsrn'ry be Pately invested withe
p arty' could esYtablish a b-,ridgoor ferry, perhaps much to theoine I' orC r. It is alwNa ys pC11 1uun d thr it the juldge arcS l)e'5so l' . l-l; -
contvenience ofthe public. Thbe prosiisio n of the Constitution anent for discretion arid1 x-. iittleand rot drisposed to exercise Pry

w-hich limits thre granting of licenses for bridges and ferries.to hipower arbitrarily or in any other urrairier di:'rn for tire public wAiA
t 'itJudgeo of tile Circuit Courts cannot be evaded, and therefore, tare, the ends of'jrstice and a seripnrlous regard to the rigbr s (if
C uWould recommeud thatprovision of law be made authorizing individual'. Cases Irave arisen h' which the power, if' possesied
te Governor or the Suprmne Court to direct, in ease of disagree- by the Judges of tire Circuit Corirts, cornid have been exerbiseo d
;Aent betwee 'Judges of the. Circuit Courts on these subjets, with. a beneficia effect. Accused persons' have lain in jml i fithat a third Cireulit Judge be called in to determine the Matter. half a year, without thle possibility of trial or release, at greit hx_

I would also suggest~th8t a Provision be made for a w-it of ;ac pensri to thle State, and in some instances, to the-great wreln- *i 
Tri'ad dlmn71rr,7tt0 e- xectlted uwhen necessary,' ini tile establish- the parties accurscd. Had tire Circuit Court possessed the powpu

uut.df brid~ge 'and 'ferries, ir thle sal(e, maniner as1 in regard to to order a. trial at once of Isclr persons, this could be aVoid'j·;
railroads and oth-e-r work 'o(nenliipoeers rde n f coarse sutch a power' should' be conferred with provisiors
f'eriessre necessaery forkof interpul ic provementsa Bridges hind1'e~reslkio neessasry for thecpub~lic couyenjieno~ gd abould.,hare,
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guaing irre' rightiof accused geisons to the A4fifest estsot. i intenfied. It must be bprne in mind constantly by our legisla-
think that the same power should likewie be o~nfe'rred · upo e a~notors that legal discrimination on account of dolor, however small

Justices ifpon, e- it maybe, cannot be made under the Constitution of this State.

the linjits now presuribe nrt, -bylaw. Any attempt to accomplish it only has the effect to render null and

M1 -attention has been directed to a defe4t in our jvoid the law, at least to that extent, and may be altogether.

rard to county organizations, w ich su 110 hrme ied I The expenses incurred in the administration of small estates
s no generalprovision for the h reorganization: of cunties. t , should be. reduced to a reasonable standard. There should be

have become disorganized by the rersraite of war or accident. ta some proportion established between the amount of costs and
veaseof thedabseneorg di-eath- ofythi Judge ofwrrobatecand hen k 1the amount of the assets of the estate. In many instances it has

of the Circuit Court, or froth mny other cuse, o . occurred that the expenses of administering small estates has
of te Crcllt Cour, orfro 3Jl oter ause, the- unty oPral-cnumdtelre portion ·thereof, or- has entirely prevented

zation is destroyed, until by special act of the Legis consumed the larger p stie p

qutestionable exercise of power by the Judge of the CircuLilt hI any administration at all from being had. Justice and policy

which such county is, a reorganization cannot be had. I think thtm requre that this should be remedied.

th de Governor of the State should be vested with the wt'r t, On the subject of Taxation and Revenue, I had noted severala

F reorganize counties in such cases. County organization 1% an- subjects for this report, but as a Commission has been appointed

der our system, the basis of all practical enfoircemen't o f tile k , 'under a resolultion of the General Assembly to report a systemof

d1 and it should not be possible that all rounx enj rc ~tie lefti the revenue for the State, it is not necessary that I should refer here
and it should not be possible thlat .1 C.(Intv nial to lef tt' in. the.Cmmsin

condition of corplete disorgahization. to the subjects particularly confided to said Commission.
There are no decisions of the Supreme Court made concerning

Ac th inlat session on tha oGepersl Ansemolycolor" maiie j the laws ofthelast session of the General Assembly. I may not

yet in objetion to the ractia ofperaons of tlr"hile pr fiii improperly direct your attention to. a decision of th e Supreme.
Ae no objection to the practical operat~ious of'the provisiioflr of Cnt aea aan, i hecs f5mal v.Jnkn.

thi acIa ocdt h cnlso hr 1Jnttto' Cut made at Marianna, in the case of Kimball vs. Jenitins.
this acti, I~ ai forced to the (conclusion that it is not (.on~titutiou,11

in some. of its provisions. It makers a discriminatiou betwee In that case the Court decide:
A' it "1st. The lien of an execution issued and placed in the hands

white pevronsoi nd persons .f color which is prohibited by the .of the Sheriff in the life-time of the defendant, is not affected by
finst clause of the XVI Ar ticl of thc Constitutition of the St a-e.

the death of the latter, but is preserved in full force, and to be

arid the second ag'mmnst p ipa 01 'olor Tire fit regarded in the administration of the estate.
x'ides in effectlld tLh nlt i pedSOwa pf oolon. Tire nrst scetion tir- P 2. The words 'all other claims-and demands' occurring inthe

ci. parol contract agram a wbit" person, but thlat such contri't act of 1853, are not to be construed' as vacating prior existing

c'.lannodt he outbf;,reed ia'unost per sou'e of olor·. The se~comu4l liens, whether the same arise from contract or are given by oper-
Motion of-I la."

4130t4011 provides, oertain punish'nets ifor persons. ox color vi- 'tUio beo l eraeied that the"effect of this decision will prevent

gcLtill contracts, whiach are not applicable to whinte people. The Itwi e

diser~immn ctioul~s, however wise: and useful - may be Ci- the pro rata distribution of insolvent estates of deceased persons
eosrutov ~a~ef~ll thev rn;~y bt:, ~:tre -according to the act of 1858, so far as judgments or executions

oonsituion 'muad thlL Gencral -.Assembly shlouhldat once doaay
wontith themn, :1 d they ma detent thseobject bof~ the ohole act, ib per- are concerned; the same principle applying to both. The subject

sisted tilni) \'i itnen rurt mtect ifyi thisot frtioi' of thoe law cm if IC is one of considerable importance and deserves the consideration

be rand'' ivil. -1!1 nlnro l~r mit inriipairing hits pratic al: ~,f th flicacv. j3~rof the General Assembly. If there, is any reason why ajudg-

ment or execution creditor should be allowed to absorb the

I he 12i 9m sctc~ionr ol' u' ~:rl ~t plts;:riiu~ :d~ii~on~riyens~ie~~tl!- ~whole ofan estate to the entire exclusion of all other claims, al-

t he I -' rnlis sectico ix f " A it Act p rttt& ri ing additional 
If narties 

no :! the conimissioli of' \ Xen eacilst the Saii te, add for other pTl- Ihough admitted to be equally just, necessary and proper, then
of off~~~~~mxs~~~airist thelaw State, anditedto forn, s otherIfthpur- n

poses." '[his stection prohibits persons of color from owiiu-, hee law should be, tis If there so

Lusing or keeping fire -,I armsn,, bowie knives, &-c., withiou license. reason of legal policy why this should be, the law should beso

T:amended as to subserve the purposes of abstract justice.
This discrimination, oil aoccount. of' color, is positively prohibited Since the period of my last report, events have transpired in i

by the clause of the Constitution of the State to which referenet Sine he peri of my last r tve havettally changed

is above made. If'it be thought desirable that the owning anud tehsoyo u onr hchhv udmnal hne

carrying n of fire ats should be iregulated, an act wcanbe passed our social, political and legal system. The ultimate effect and
comrrying oftire arms Rlloulc~ be legu~ted, art act can be pnsact operation of these changes are beyond the reach of human fore- I~

not coming under the insuperable objection above stated, which0 eight. Although our people are not responsible for these changes,

piactienllv may naccempliell all the objects for which the act was a pp
3App i



19they have recognized them as facts accomplished, and have, with 19
remarkable wisdom and discretion acquiesced in the new order of
things, and united in the faithful execution of the Constitution SE RETARY' T.
and the laws. Our colored population have been orderly and SECRETARY'S REPOR .
industrious to a degree remarkable under the circumstances that - x
surround them, and have given evidence of a disposition, which,
if not interfered with by the fanatical and hypocritical enemies OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE,
of our country and of their race, will, to a large extent, mitigate the TATTAHASSEE, Nov. 14th, 1866. f
unavoidable miseries attending their sudden emancipation. 
Upon the faithful execution of our laws, in spirit, andin truth,
by the Courts,the juries and the officers of our State, will depend, Governor ot Florcda:
to a great extent, that feeling of public security and confidence SIR-I have the honor to report receipt at this office since the
which is so necessary to the happiness and prosperity of a people. 21 st day of December, A. D. 1865, of the following contributions
Prejudice, passion and partiality, must, in all cases, be guarded for the use of the State Library, viz: From the Department of
against and avoided, and substantial justice must be done practi- - the Interior, the proceedings of Congress, Executive and Legis-
cally to all. It matters little what our constiution provides or lative; Journals Senate and House; Reports of Committees and
our Legislature enacts, if the laws are not executed faithfully and from the Departments from 1859-60 to 1865-6 inclusive, corn-
impartially, and it affords me gratification to report that, so far as prising in all some ................................ 360 vols.
o my observation extends, there has been generally manifested on Also American papers ............................ 17 " .
the part of our people a disposition to enforce the laws justly Writings of James Madison,........ 4 " 
and fairly, and conscientiously themselves to abide by the same. U. S. statutes at large 1865-6, ...................... 34 "
It is this disposition of a people that enables them to govern I have also received in exchange from the several States of
themhselves successfully, entitles them to that right and destroys Nevada, Iowa, Minnesota, Michigan, Maine, Connecticut, New
the least vestage of an excuse or pretence for governing them Jersey, Pennsylvania, Illinois, California, Maryland, Kentucky,
with arbitrary and irresponsible power; and the full re-establish-- Tennessee, Georgia and Alabama, the proceedings of their res-
ment in our State of civil law and authority by the President of - pective Legislatures, accompanied in some cases with their Stat-
the United States, has proved his justice and wisdom, and gives ute Laws, and Department Reports-thus adding altogether over
an assurance ot his determination to maintain constitutional lib- four hundred and fifty (450) volumes to the Executive and Leg-
erty and republican principles in our country. islative Departments of the State Library. With regard to the

Very respectfully, . Judicial, the most important branch of the Library, I have, for
JNO. B. GALBRAITH, an obvious reason been less successful, but nevertheless; in spite

Attorney General of my -inability to furnish the necessary exchanges, some addi-
tions have been made, to-wit: 11 volumes Illinois Reports; I
vol. Digest; 2 vols. California, no. 28; 2 vols. Pennsylvania, nos.
49 and 50; 2 vols. Nevada, no. 1; 1 vol. Iowa, no. 17; 1 vol. '
Digest; 1 vol. Minnesota, no. 10; 1 vol. Alabama, no. 37; 1 vol.
Connecticut, no. 27; 1 vol. Kentucky, no. 1.

In conclusion, I would respectfully suggest for the considera-
tion of the General Assembly, that the Secretary of State be au-
thorized to have published and bound annually, a sufficient num-
ber of extra copies of the Florida Reports to exchange with all
the States. It is belived that it would be an easy matter to resume.
and carry on the system of exchange so happily commenced
prior to the war, and the importance of augmenting this branch
of the Library at so small a cost to the State, is deemed too ob-
vious to admit of argument.

I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,

BENJ. F. ALLENS,.
Secretary of State.

* 1 _______________ ___ ______


